SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE MEETING

February 10, 2009
MINUTES

A meeting of the Small Business Services Committee was held on Tuesday, February 10th, at the main Chamber office, 5221 N. O’Connor Boulevard.  The meeting was called to order by JoAnn Goin at 3:00 p.m.  Members present:  Wael Salama, Jeffrey Slotnick, Anita Gibbs, JoAnn Goin, Lisa Stokes, Tamara Fulcher, Mike Harvey, Tom Morton, Sue Utter, Terry Ellis, Paula Petelle, Donna Wall, Vanessa Segovia, Nancy Brown, Don Williams.  
Presentation was made by Jeff Youngblood on the City of Irving – Revised Sign Ordinance.  Key changes include no banners except maximum of 30 days during grand opening events only, no pole signs – must be removed by 12/31/2009, ground based monument signs are brick, stone or similar materials.  A copy of the ordinance was handed out – copy attached.
Jeff Youngblood also made a presentation to the Committee of the new membership incentive campaign.  The campaign is called the Business Power Package.  The proposed procedure for this is businesses will provide “coupon” of services, etc. approximately valued at $300; the “coupons” will be given to new members of the Chamber.  The advantages to the businesses are:  free advertisement, new member may not want what is printed on the coupon but will purchase something else – they are in the store.  The businesses included for the coupons must be in good standing with the Chamber for two years.  This new program will be presented to the Board of Directors February 24, 2009.
Comment was made that the benefit is not clear for retention.  This program is designed for new members.

JoAnn presented the new pamphlet for joining the Chamber of Commerce.  This pamphlet is a tri-fold document that will fit easily in pocket or brief case.  Comments from Committee:  add a line if member/business would want to go up to investment level – contact Chamber representative; have the pamphlet at networking events; personal information should come off such as credit card information.  JoAnn will e-mail the pamphlet to Committee to solicit more comments.

Update was given on the Small Business of the Year.  17 applicants were sent in; now waiting to hear who will move forward to next step.

South Asian/Middle Eastern Networking Forum was discussed.  Mike (Prudential) said they are interested in a possible sponsor for this event.  Prudential is very active in supporting diversity.  More information is needed on this – send out information from meeting at UD last week.

Breakfast of Champions update was presented.  The date is set for September 10th,  but the site has not been decided.  Vanessa Segovia will work with Committee to secure a location.
JoAnn asked for more ideas/notices small business should be aware of or keep current –Committee can track and update. 

· Tom Morton said Community Banks will be getting more involved in Small Businesses as directed by the Secretary of Treasury.  He emphasized the Chamber should keep on eye on this.

· Keep current on beer and wine

· Real estate

· Federal Finance package (stimulus package)

New Business:

· The Small Business portion of the Irving Chamber web site was brought up.  How to aggressively promote Small Business?  The articles that are submitted to the Business Focus should also be on the web site in .pdf form.
· Jeff made the Committee aware of Coppell’s web site ShopCoppellChamber.com.  Should the Committee explore a shop Irving that would not only be the downtown area?
· Reminder that Irving Day in Austin is coming up and there is still room on the bus for the trip.

· Coffee Break on Main Street – reminder of the new fee charge.  Chamber members and first time attendance is free; otherwise $20.

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

