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Irving, Texas Home to FOUR of the Top 75 Small Businesses in the Nation and a Free Enterprise Honoree 

 Irving Businesses Dominate List for the Third Consecutive Year 
 
IRVING, TEXAS (March 1, 2010)-Irving has claimed four of the prestigious 2010 Blue Ribbon Small Business Awards given out each year by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. For the third consecutive year, no city had more award-winning businesses than Irving, Texas. 

This year's Small Business of the Year winners have demonstrated excellence in a variety of award criteria and have served as leaders in the small business community: Big State Drug Store (a drug store featuring an old-fashioned soda fountain), Car Concepts/Rick's Independent Car Kare (a full-service automotive shop), Cooksey Communications (a public relations and marketing firm) and Teo Tios (an enterprise software solutions provider). Additionally, Mart, Inc. (a general contracting firm) has been named a Free Enterprise Honoree, in recognition of its strong business practices and contributions to the economy.  

"The Blue Ribbon Small Business award is about more than recognizing financially successful businesses," said Thomas J. Donohue, U.S. Chamber President and CEO. “It’s about honoring those that show a commitment to their employees, sound business practices and bettering their communities. These companies have made these commitments, and the U.S. Chamber is proud to recognize their contributions.” 

-Continued-

Seven businesses will be named finalists for the DREAM BIG Small Business of the Year Award, sponsored by Sam's Club, on Monday, March 15, and all Blue Ribbon Award winners will be honored at America's Small Business Summit on May 18, in Washington, D.C. More information can be found at www.uschambersummit.com/award.  
###
About the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce

In its 78th year of business, the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce promotes the growth and expansion of business in Irving, an international community that is home to more than 200,000 residents and more than 10,000 businesses, including the global headquarters of four Fortune 500 companies and the presence of more than 30 more.  The Chamber serves as the unified business voice for Irving, which is located in the heart of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.  It is the fourth largest Chamber in North Texas with 1,663 members/investors who represent 145,000 employees.  The Chamber is the first 5-Star nationally-accredited Chamber in Texas and the highest rated Chamber in North Texas.  With a rich heritage of leadership and collaboration, the Chamber works in partnership with the City of Irving and the corporate community to promote, advocate for and expand business in the city and further develop and market Irving’s advantages as a premier location for doing business.  For more information about the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, visit www.irvingchamber.com. 

