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FORWARD AIR, INC. BUILDING NEW HUB  IN IRVING

Transportation Services Leader to Expand Operations with New Company-Owned Operations Near DFW Airport

IRVING, Texas – July 7, 2008 – Forward Air, Inc., a leading provider of transportation services to the shipping industry, has announced that it will build, own and occupy two new buildings in Irving, just east of DFW International Airport.   Forward Air is developing a 36-acre site off of Belt Line Road, immediately south of State Highway 114.  Forward Air’s DFW ground transportation hub will be housed in a 211,000-square-foot warehouse/office building with a separate vehicle maintenance facility on the property. 
Construction has begun on the project,  now estimated for completion in March 2009.   The project represents a $15 to $20-million investment by Forward Air in the DFW market and will have well over 100 employees initially working at these operations in  Irving.   

“This location is well-suited for our short and long-term needs,” said Matt Jewell, executive vice president and chief legal officer.  “We had outgrown our leased space in Grapevine and were looking to make a long-term investment in property that would put us in close proximity to our customers and give us easy access to interstate highways.  The site in Irving met all of our requirements and, once completed, this facility will be one of our largest..”
“Forward Air’s move to Irving is significant,” said John M. Bonnot, vice president of economic development for the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.  “As a growing leader in the transportation industry, Forward Air has tremendous credibility and name awareness.  Their relocation to our city will undoubtedly help us attract similarly high-profile companies and tenants to this booming region.”

Forward Air Corporation is a leading provider of time-definite surface transportation and related logistics services to the North American air freight and expedited LTL (Less Than Truckload) markets.  The company provides scheduled surface transportation of cargo as a cost-
-more-
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effective, reliable alternative to air transportation.  Forward Air operates a network of freight terminals located on or near airports in 83 cities in the United States and Canada, including 12 regional sort centers that create the most effective linehaul network in the industry.  Since its founding, Forward Air has experienced rapid growth in revenue, reaching $392.7 million in 2007, and in operating income, which reached $71.0 million last year.  Forward Air’s range of wholesale transportation services also includes full truckload, warehouse management, freight handling, local and regional cartage and airline logistics programs giving professional shipping companies an efficient, high quality alternative for freight forwarders, airlines and 3PLs to use in 83 cities.
About the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce
The Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce promotes the growth and expansion of business in Irving, an international community that is home to 200,000 residents and more than 8,000 businesses, including the global headquarters of four Fortune 500 companies and regional offices of more than 30 international companies.  The Chamber consists of 1,250 business investors representing 145,000 employees in the Irving and North Texas region.  It serves as the unified business voice for Irving, which is located in the heart of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.  With a rich heritage of leadership and collaboration, the Chamber works in partnership with the City of Irving and the corporate community to promote, advocate for and expand business in the city and further develop and market Irving’s advantages as a premier location for doing business.  For more information about the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce, visit www.irvingchamber.com. 
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