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** MEDIA ADVISORY **

GROUNDBREAKING FOR SH 114 / LOOP 12 IMPROVEMENTS 
ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 
Event Marks Start of National High Priority Interchange Improvement at Major Metroplex Intersection, Paving the Way for DART Orange Line Construction
What:
Groundbreaking at SH 114 / Loop 12, a National High Priority Interchange Improvement at one of the most significant, important and strategically located transportation intersections in the Metroplex.  When fully completed, the project will affect more than 3 million daily drivers and travelers.  The project also paves the way for the DART Orange Line, scheduled to arrive in Irving/Las Colinas in 2011 and continue on to DFW International Airport in 2013.
Who:
Federal, state and local elected officials, business and civic leaders, media and the public.  


Confirmed speakers include:

· U.S. Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson

· U.S. Congressman Pete Sessions

· State Representative Linda Harper-Brown

· State Representative Joe Pickett

· Deidre Delisi, Texas Transportation Commission Chairwoman

· Rick Stopfer, Mayor Pro Tem and Chairman of the Planning & Development Committee, City of Irving

· Oscar Trevino, Mayor of North Richland Hills and Immediate Past Chairman of the Regional Transportation Council

· Phil Russell, TxDOT Assistant Executive Director

· Bill Hale, TxDOT Dallas District Engineer

· Randall Chrisman, DART Board Chairman

· Gary Thomas, DART President and Executive Director

· Jeff Fegan, DFW International Airport CEO
· Carter Holston, Greater Irving-Las Colinas Board Chairman

· Bob Galecke, University of Dallas Senior Vice President

When:
Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.
Where:
Southeast Corner of SH 114 and Tom Braniff Drive in Irving, Texas

Directions and Parking:  From SH 114, exit Tom Braniff Drive.  Turn South onto Tom Braniff.  Turn West (right) onto Blakely Drive at the University of Dallas.  A DART shuttle will transport guests to the event site. Limited parking will be available along Tom Braniff and SH 114 access road for media and special guests. (See attached map.)
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Information:
This significant Interchange Improvement was one of only seven National Environmental Streamlining Projects in the country adopted by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Federal Highway Authority (FWHA).  The $518-million project, led by the City of Irving, was expedited through a collaboration with DART, the Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District (DCURD), the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA), the City of Dallas, Dallas County, DFW International Airport, EPA, FHWA, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Fort Worth Transportation Authority (The T), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Media 

Contacts:
Karen Berlin, Cooksey Communications, (972) 580-0662 x16

